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INFILL SEWERAGE PROGRAM — SPEARWOOD 

Statement by Minister for Water 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [2.12 pm]: I rise to inform the house that work on the infill 
sewerage project in Spearwood will commence in approximately two months.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order!  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I am glad of the response, Mr Speaker! 

Today I had the pleasure of announcing that the state government will call for tenders from next Tuesday, 
17 November to commence work on the Spearwood infill project. We expect the tender process to be completed 
by late this year. I have visited Spearwood on a number of occasions and have spoken with residents and my 
colleague Hon Phil Edman, MLC, who presented a very strong case for sewerage infill. I have been urgently 
seeking a strategy to allow the Spearwood infill project to be completed. Many of the Spearwood residents have 
been waiting for up to 40 years to be able to connect to deep sewerage and I am acutely aware of the particular 
public health concerns that have arisen as the ageing leach drains have broken down.  

The infill sewerage program was introduced in 1994 by the Richard Court Liberal government and has been 
running for 15 years. In 2001, Labor was elected to office and the program started to be slowed down; in fact, 
spending on the infill program was halved. In the 2009-10 state budget the program was deferred, to be 
reconsidered once the current financial environment improved. The program’s original targets were $800 million 
and 100 000 connections. Currently, more than 89 000 properties have been connected to the system, with 
approximately 62 500 being in Perth and the balance in various regional towns. 

The Department of Health prepared a confidential report for the previous Labor Minister for Health in 2006, 
which detailed serious concerns from both a health and environmental perspective in Spearwood. However, no 
work had commenced on this project. My colleague the Deputy Premier and Minister for Health, Dr Kim 
Hames, wrote to me last week confirming the reported concerns and indicating that these health issues have now 
worsened. Due to the concerns identified in the report, the state government will build infill sewerage in 
Spearwood and, as a result, all Spearwood residents will have access to sewerage infill by June 2011—even in 
these tough economic times. I must stress that any decisions on future infill sewerage projects will be taken in 
context of the 2010-11 state budget process.  
 


